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St. John’s, Newfoundland    September 17 – 19, 2010 

GOD’S PEOPLE ON THE EDGE 
 

God’s People On The Edge was an 
appropriate theme as the Atlantic 
Mission Society met “on the edge” of 
Canada. The first session was held in 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.  
The sacrament of Holy Communion 
was led by host minister, Rev. Dr. 
David Sutherland, and Rev. Dr. 
Jonathan Dent, minister of St. 
David’s Presbyterian Church, with 
members of the AMS acting as servers.  
Saturday sessions were held in the Kirk 
and the evening banquet at St. David’s.   
 

Rev. Dr. Herb Gale, Moderator of the 
136th General Assembly, spoke on the 
theme of the current Children’s and 
Youth Mission Study, Partners in 
Possibility.  “Partners” is what we are 
as God’s people.  God does mission 
work “two by two” and in much the 
same way, the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada works through mission 
partners around the world.  Mr. Gale 
told stories of creative partnership, 
emphasizing that we can accomplish 
more together than one church can on 
its own.  “We are partners in 
possibility because God is our partner.” 
 

Our mission guests were Linda and 
Glenn Inglis. (See page 15).  The 
mission offerings for the weekend 
were given to their work in Malawi 
(2/3) and “Bridges To Hope” (1/3).  
“Bridges to Hope” is the local outreach 
mission program for the� Presbyterian 
and United churches in St. John's.�
Other special guests were Amy 
MacLachan of the Presbyterian 
Record staff and Joan Smith in her 
first year as president of the Women’s 
Missionary Society. (See page 19) 
 

  
Three Moderators were present: 

Dr. Andy den Otter, Newfoundland   
Presbytery Moderator; Rev. Dr. Herb 
Gale, Moderator of the 136th General 
Assembly and Rev. Shirley Murdock, 
Atlantic Synod Moderator  
                  (Photo by Helen Humphreys) 
 

 
Ann Taylor has completed her three 
years as President. The AMS has been 
blessed by her vision, spiritual insight 
and enthusiasm.      (Photo by Kathy Parks) 



 
 
REV. GLENN INGLIS  serves in 
Malawi as Executive Director of the 
Blantyre Synod Development 
Commission overseeing people-
centered development programs.  From 
him we learned: 
 

Malawi is “one of the poorest 
and most promising countries in the 
world”.  The three million Christians 
there (out of a population of thirteen 
million) have a strong influence over 
the government, political conduct and 
the moral tone of the nation. 
 

Eighty percent of the people in 
Malawi live in outlying villages and 
survive on subsistence farming.  Grain 
silos, goats, rain harvesting and 
irrigation are all methods being taught 
to increase productivity. When farming 
fails, people move into the city in ever-
increasing numbers.  Knocks at the 
door are daily occurrences for the 
Inglis family with people requesting 
medical help, school fees, food and 
other basic necessities. 

 

Many, especially children, live 
in abject poverty.  Eight hundred 
thousand Malawians are HIV positive 
and more than a million children have 
been orphaned as a result of the 
HIV/AIDs epidemic. Malawi has one 
of the highest child mortality rates in 
the world.    

 

The Women’s Guild is an 
important organization in the life of the 
Malawian church.  Their mandate is to 
serve under-privileged and vulnerable 
members of society without regard to 
ethnicity or religious creed.  They 
sponsor thirty-three community-based 
orphanages, preschool education 
programs, vocational training for youth 
and many other programs. Family 
financial health is also improved  

 
 
through various micro-financing 
projects. 

Glenn reminded us that 
hospitality and generosity are recurring 
themes in the Bible and in the church.  
As Christians we are called to be 
hospitable and generous people. 

�Photo by Kathy Parks)�
  

LINDA INGLIS  began her 
presentation with the assurance that 
“Malawi doesn’t take your support for 
granted”.  While MVANO, the 
Women’s Organization, may be much 
like the AMS with its studies, music 
and mission outreach, it has many 
added responsibilities such as orphan 
care and funerals. 
 

Linda introduced us to the 
Tidzalerana Club, a support group for 
people with disabilities.  There are 
many people with disabilities in 
Malawi due to polio, difficult births, 
cerebral malaria and clubfoot.  
Tidzalerana Club members care for 
and about one another, bringing 
happiness and hope where there was 
little.  Through PWS&D, we are 
empowering people with disabilities. 

 

As Ecumenical Officer for 
Blantyre Synod, Linda welcomes 
visitors and participants in Mission 
Exposure Tours. 



 
 
THE TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

The world of the generous gets larger 
and larger: the world of the stingy gets 
smaller and smaller.  The one who 
blesses others is abundantly blessed; 
those who help others are helped.  
Proverbs 11:24-25 (The Message) 
 

This verse of scripture chosen by 
Lillian Crawford, treasurer, set the tone 
for her report. Through mission 
offerings, specials and memorials, 
auxiliaries have given over $142,000 in 
the past year.   
 

Each year, the AMS gives $70,000 to 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada for 
the work we do together as 
Presbyterians.    Gifts went to various 
mission projects in Malawi, 
Guatemala, Hungary, Romania, 
Guyana and more.  Mission projects 
here at home were also supported. 
 

 
Lillian Crawford, treasurer, and Mary 
MacLeod, co-convener of the Education 
Committee  
              (Photo by Barbara MacDonald) 
 

Two years ago, “Raising the Roof in 
Malawi” was designated as the Men’s 
Offering Project with a goal of six to 
eight thousand dollars.  Lillian now  
reported that the total amount raised by 
mission-minded men (and their  

 
 
friends) in the Atlantic region 
amounted to $9,270! The new Men’s 
Offering Project will focus on the 
Cariboo Region of British Columbia. 
 

Since 1979, the Anna B. MacDonald 
Fund has provided for various 
children’s and youth projects in 
Guyana.  It was agreed that the 
remaining balance of $1,476.00 be 
remitted to International Ministries for 
church camping in Guyana.  
 

A budget of $102,400 has been 
established for the coming year, an 
increase of $3,000. 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The new study is available on-line at 

www.presbyterian.ca 
Partners in Possibility: 

Doing God’s Work Together 
by Linda Shaw 

 

Learning/Sharing Offering Project:  

Through the offerings given, children 
and youth will help children around the 
world discover new possibilities by 
accessing nutritious food, clean water, 
education, housing and health care. 
The Adult Study this year is still 
Staying Rooted in an Uprooted World. 
 

Thanks to the musicians who were 
so entertaining at the banquet: 
Heather Wright  (bagpipes and violin) 
Gordon Stockwell (piano and violin) 
Sarah Small (piano) 
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Dent (saxophone) 
� 

 REMEMBERING MERCY 
Those who remember the Rev. Mercy 
Chilapula when she was part of 
Discovery Days in 1999 will be 
pleased to hear that she is currently 
vice-Moderator of the Blantyre Synod 
in Malawi. 
 



  
 
 
      

 
Joan Smith sharing the anticipation of 

Look IN Shout OUT 
(Photo by Kathy Parks) 

 

  
 
  

 
 
 

CALLING ALL KNITTERS 
Pneumonia Prevention Vests have long 
been a favourite knitting project of the 
AMS and many expressions of thanks 
have been received from Malawi and 
other countries.  There have also been, 
from time to time, requests for 
sweaters of all types and sizes and 
Linda Inglis confirms that these would 
be welcome. 
 

 
 
 

COUNTING THE MEN  

In 1987, history was made when the 
Woman’s Missionary Society changed 
its name to make it welcoming to men 
as well as women.  At this most recent 
Annual Meeting, another important 
step was taken when Rev. Kenn 
Stright, a long-time AMS member, 
was installed as Member Without 
Portfolio, the first man to join the 
AMS Executive as a voting member. 
 
Kenn has received a call to St. David’s 
Presbyterian Church in Halifax, N.S. 
and takes up his new duties there at the 
beginning of Advent.   
 

 
Kenn, giving his last report to the AMS 
as Mission and Educational Consultant 
for the Atlantic Synod.     
                              (Photo by Herb Gale) 

 

 


